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CHAPTER I 



BACKGROUND AND DESCRIPTION OF THE STUDY 

V 

If one were to list the important library trends in 
the past decade, library cooperation would certainly be near 
the top. National and state library plans, professional 
literature, and professional association activities and 
committees have stimulated and encouraged cooperative 
developments, from simplifying the loans of material between 
libraries to the formation of highly complex legal entities. 

Library Cooperation 

An essential characteristic of libraries is the basic 
ingredient of cooperation. No matter what clientele a li- 
brary serves, it exists to provide a greater number of re- 
sources for information or other uses than the individual 
himself could assemble. The librarian serves as a cooperator, 
in that he assists the individual who has recourse to this 
assemblage. In the past, the information seeker, failing 
in an attempt to locate his answer or fulfill his needs at 
his local library or first level of inquiry often had no 
alternative but to adjust to his disappointment. 

Traditionally libraries have tried a number of things 
to avoid this user frustrations 
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